
Potato Cost of Production for Idaho

Table 1: OPERATING Cost of Production Per Acre For Irrigated Russet Burbank Potatoes By Region

Southwestern Southcentral Eastern - South Southcentral Eastern - South Eastern - North

Line Year
Russet Burbank 
with Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
with Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
with Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
No Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
No Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
No Fumigation

5 2012 2,520$                 1,826$                 1,636$                 
2013 2,465$                 1,804$                 1,620$                 
2014 2,457$                 2,192$                 1,951$                 1,817$                 1,649$                 1,511$                 

1 2015 2,511$                 2,228$                 1,993$                 1,869$                 1,669$                 1,554$                 
2 2016 2,251$                 2,017$                 1,783$                 1,664$                 1,500$                 1,419$                 
3 2017 2,327$                 2,064$                 1,852$                 1,724$                 1,553$                 1,476$                 
4 2018 2,332$                 2,091$                 1,898$                 1,759$                 1,581$                 1,507$                 

6-Yr % Chg -7% -4% -3%
5-Yr % Chg -5% -2% -2%
4-Yr % Chg -5% -5% -3% -3% -4% 0%
3-Yr % Chg -7% -6% -5% -6% -5% -3%
2-Yr % Chg 4% 4% 6% 6% 5% 6%
1-Yr % Chg 0% 1% 2% 2% 2% 2%

Table 2: OWNERSHIP Cost of Production Per Acre For Irrigated Russet Burbank Potatoes By Region

Southwestern Southcentral Eastern - South Southcentral Eastern - South Eastern - North

Line Year
Russet Burbank 
with Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
with Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
with Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
No Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
No Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
No Fumigation

5 2012 1,127$                 951$                     819$                     
2013 1,132$                 958$                     825$                     
2014 1,223$                 1,040$                 918$                     1,030$                 909$                     800$                     

1 2015 1,232$                 1,111$                 971$                     1,069$                 938$                     825$                     
2 2016 1,216$                 1,101$                 960$                     1,056$                 929$                     818$                     
3 2017 1,228$                 1,108$                 969$                     1,068$                 937$                     826$                     
4 2018 1,237$                 1,143$                 982$                     1,107$                 949$                     839$                     

6-Yr % Chg 10% 16% 16%
5-Yr % Chg 9% 16% 15%
4-Yr % Chg 1% 7% 4%
3-Yr % Chg 0% 3% 1% 4% 1% 2%
2-Yr % Chg 2% 4% 2% 5% 2% 3%
1-Yr % Chg 1% 3% 1% 4% 1% 2%

Table 2: TOTAL Cost of Production Per Acre For Irrigated Russet Burbank Potatoes By Region

Southwestern Southcentral Eastern - South Southcentral Eastern - South Eastern - North

Line Year
Russet Burbank 
with Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
with Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
with Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
No Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
No Fumigation

Russet Burbank 
No Fumigation

2012 3,647$                 2,777$                 2,455$                 
2013 3,597$                 2,762$                 2,445$                 
2014 3,680$                 3,232$                 2,869$                 2,847$                 2,558$                 2,311$                 

1 2015 3,743$                 3,339$                 2,964$                 2,938$                 2,607$                 2,379$                 
2 2016 3,467$                 3,118$                 2,743$                 2,720$                 2,429$                 2,237$                 
3 2017 3,555$                 3,172$                 2,821$                 2,792$                 2,490$                 2,302$                 
4 2018 3,569$                 3,234$                 2,880$                 2,866$                 2,530$                 2,346$                 

6-Yr % Chg -2% 3% 3%
5-Yr % Chg -1% 4% 3%
4-Yr % Chg -3% 0% 0% 1% -1% 2%
3-Yr % Chg -5% -3% -3% -2% -3% -1%
2-Yr % Chg 3% 4% 5% 5% 4% 5%
1-Yr % Chg 0% 2% 2% 3% 2% 2%

Notes: Reference Reports can be found on the following web page: https://www.uidaho.edu/cals/idaho-agbiz/publications 
Line 3,4 Ref., Idaho Potato Commission, Potato Cost of Production for Idaho 2018 With Comparison to 2017, Table 12-A & 12-B, issued Jan.18, 2019
Line 2 Ref., Idaho Potato Commission, Potato Cost of Production for Idaho 2017 With Comparison to 2016, Table 12-A & 12-B, issued Jan.15, 2017
Line 1 Ref., University of Idaho Extension, BUL917, Potato Cost of Prodcution for Idaho 2016 With Comparison to 2015, Issued Nov. 2017
Line 5 Ref. 2013 Cost of Potato Production for Idaho With Comparison to 2012 - issued 2013-11-15
Line 6 Ref. 2013 Cost of Potato Production for Idaho With Comparison to 2012 - issued 2013-11-15
Line 7 Ref. 2014 Cost of Potato Production Study for Colorado, Idaho, Washington and Wisconsin - issued January 2015

*

**

***

Cost calculations for the previous year can be diferent than those published in the previous year report if procedural changes occur in cost 
calculations. Therefore, the re-calculated prior year's costs are referenced in the above tables. 
These costs represent the field run base costs per CWT to Grow, Harvest, and Sort potatoes. The cost is defined as "the end of the pile boom". 
Not included in these costs is the cost of hauling to a processor or fresh pack shed, storage costs or packaging costs.
The cost of production estimates are the representative produciton costs by region based on documented production practices and are NOT 
average areas. The cost of producing potatoes for processing vs fresh markets is not separated.


