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Hong Kong profile overview

27 September 2015  Asia

Once home to fishermen and farmers, modern Hong Kong is a teeming, commercially
vibrant metropolis where Chinese and Western influences fuse.

The former British colony became a special administrative region of China in 1997, when
Britain's 99year lease of the New Territories, north of Hong Kong island, expired.

Hong Kong is governed under the principle of "one country, two systems", under which China
has agreed to give the region a high degree of autonomy and to preserve its economic and
social systems for 50 years from the date of the handover.

But Beijing can veto changes to the political system, and prodemocracy forces have been
frustrated by what they see as the slow pace of political reform.
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Electoral reform is a particularly sore point. Currently, half the territory's legislature is not directly
elected, but chosen by professional and corporate groups that favour Beijing loyalists.

The territory's chief executive is indirectly elected by an electoral college effectively controlled by
Beijing.

China has pledged to allow the chief executive to be elected by direct universal adult suffrage by
2017, but wants all candidates to be chosen by a nominating committee.

Prodemocracy activists say the public should be involved in deciding who can stand. Beijing
worries this could undermine its control over the territory.

Tensions spilled over into mass protests in the city centre in September 2014, with calls for full
democracy and the resignation of Chief Executive CY Leung, and the territory's Legislative
Council rejected the proposed changes the following year.

China controls Hong Kong's foreign and defence policies, but the territory has its own currency
and customs status.

Hong Kong's economy has moved away from manufacturing and is now servicesbased. The
region is a major corporate and banking centre as well as a conduit for China's burgeoning
exports. Its deepwater port is one of the world's busiest.

Companies based in Hong Kong employ millions of workers in the neighbouring Chineseemploy
province of Guangdong.

China ceded Hong Kong island to Britain in 1842 after the First Opium War. Britain later added
parts of the Kowloon peninsula and the many smaller islands surrounding Hong Kong to its
holdings.

In the 19th and 20th centuries Hong Kong's population was boosted by the arrival of hundreds of
thousands of migrants from China, many of whom were fleeing domestic upheavals.
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Industrialisation gathered pace, and by the 1970s Hong Kong had become an "Asian tiger"; one
of the region's economic powerhouses.

With little room for expansion across its hilly terrain, highrise Hong Kong has among the highest
population density in the world  about 6,300 people per square kilometre.

Skyscrapers and temples, shopping malls and traditional markets sit cheekbyjowl. But amid
the urban hustle there are quiet parks and green spaces, beaches and mountaintop views.

Share this story About sharing

Country profiles: Asia

Afghanistan country profile
8 March 2017

Australia country profile
10 January 2017

Bangladesh profile
2 March 2017

Bhutan country profile

AFP

Asia country profiles

     

The Dumping and Subsidizing of 
Polyethylene Terephtalate Resin

COMPLAINT 
Public Attachment 

Submitted by Compagnie Selenis Canada

mailto:?subject=Shared%20from%20BBC%20News&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-asia-pacific-16525986
http://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=58567469885&redirect_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-asia-pacific-16525986&link=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-asia-pacific-16525986%3FSThisFB&display=popup
fb-messenger://share?app_id=58567469885&redirect_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-asia-pacific-16525986&link=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-asia-pacific-16525986%3FCMP%3Dshare_btn_me
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=BBC%20News%20-%20Hong%20Kong%20profile%20overview&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-asia-pacific-16525986
https://uk.pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-asia-pacific-16525986&description=Key%20facts%20about%20Hong%20Kong%20and%20its%20people%2C%20including%20figures%20for%20area%2C%20population%2C%20main%20languages%2C%20religions%2C%20exports%2C%20and%20more.&title=Hong%20Kong%20profile%20overview&media=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fspecial%2F2015%2Fnewsspec_10857%2Fbbc_news_logo.png%3Fcb%3D1
whatsapp://send?text=BBC%20News%20%7C%20Hong%20Kong%20profile%20overview%20-%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-asia-pacific-16525986%3Focid%3Dwsnews.chat-apps.in-app-msg.whatsapp.trial.link1_.auin
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-asia-pacific-16525986&title=Hong%20Kong%20profile%20overview&summary=Key%20facts%20about%20Hong%20Kong%20and%20its%20people%2C%20including%20figures%20for%20area%2C%20population%2C%20main%20languages%2C%20religions%2C%20exports%2C%20and%20more.&source=BBC
http://www.bbc.co.uk/help/web/sharing.shtml
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12011352
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-15674351
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12650940
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12480707
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16924512


6/19/2017 Hong Kong profile overview  BBC News

http://www.bbc.com/news/worldasiapacific16525986 4/8

Bhutan country profile
17 January 2017

Brunei profile
14 June 2017

Cambodia profile
28 May 2017

China country profile
1 February 2017

Cook Islands territory profile
13 April 2016

East Timor country profile
23 May 2017

Fiji country profile
11 November 2016

French Polynesia territory profile
14 April 2016

Guam profile
17 April 2017

Hong Kong profile
28 March 2017

India country profile
1 March 2017

Indonesia country profile
12 June 2017

Japan country profile
18 May 2017

Kashmir profile
1 March 2017

Kazakhstan profile
3 March 2017

Kiribati country profile
28 April 2016

North Korea country profile
8 March 2017

South Korea profile
10 May 2017

Kyrgyzstan profile
17 January 2017

Laos profile

     

The Dumping and Subsidizing of 
Polyethylene Terephtalate Resin

COMPLAINT 
Public Attachment 

Submitted by Compagnie Selenis Canada

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12480707
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-12990058
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-13006539
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-13017877
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16495238
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-14919009
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-14919067
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16492623
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16517384
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16517764
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12557384
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-14921238
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-14918801
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-11693674
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15263826
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16431122
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15256929
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15289563
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16186907
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15351898


6/19/2017 Hong Kong profile overview  BBC News

http://www.bbc.com/news/worldasiapacific16525986 5/8

Laos profile
14 June 2017

Macau profile
23 November 2016

Malaysia profile
12 June 2017

Maldives profile
18 April 2017

Marshall Islands profile
1 February 2017

Micronesia profile
1 February 2017

Mongolia profile
3 March 2017

Myanmar country profile
2 May 2017

Nauru profile
18 April 2017

New Caledonia profile
16 June 2016

Nepal country profile
8 June 2017

New Zealand profile
12 December 2016

Niue profile
18 April 2017

Northern Mariana Islands profile
25 November 2016

Pakistan country profile
2 March 2017

Palau country profile
31 January 2017

Papua New Guinea country profile
10 January 2017

Philippines country profile
12 June 2017

Samoa country profile
18 April 2017

Singapore profile

     

The Dumping and Subsidizing of 
Polyethylene Terephtalate Resin

COMPLAINT 
Public Attachment 

Submitted by Compagnie Selenis Canada

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15351898
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16599919
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15356257
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12651486
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-15595431
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15494620
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15460525
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-12990563
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15433616
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16740838
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12511455
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15357770
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16536890
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16931877
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12965779
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-15446659
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15436981
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-15521300
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-15655855
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-15961759


6/19/2017 Hong Kong profile overview  BBC News

http://www.bbc.com/news/worldasiapacific16525986 6/8

Singapore profile
14 June 2017

Sri Lanka profile
18 April 2017

Solomon Islands country profile
17 January 2017

Taiwan profile
14 June 2017

Tajikistan profile
26 April 2017

Thailand country profile
24 May 2017

Tibet profile
13 November 2014

Tokelau profile
25 November 2016

Tonga country profile
18 April 2017

Turkmenistan profile
22 February 2017

Tuvalu country profile
3 March 2017

Uzbekistan country profile
14 December 2016

Vanuatu country profile
13 January 2017

Vietnam country profile
12 June 2017

Xinjiang profile
17 November 2016

Asia     

The Dumping and Subsidizing of 
Polyethylene Terephtalate Resin

COMPLAINT 
Public Attachment 

Submitted by Compagnie Selenis Canada

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-15961759
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-11999611
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-15896396
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16164639
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16201032
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-15581957
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16689779
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16962868
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16197014
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16094646
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16340072
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16218112
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16426193
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16567315
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16860974
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/asia


6/19/2017 Hong Kong profile overview  BBC News

http://www.bbc.com/news/worldasiapacific16525986 7/8

UN urges Thailand to amend lesemajeste law

19 June 2017  Asia

China cracks down on online moneylenders

19 June 2017  China
     

The Dumping and Subsidizing of 
Polyethylene Terephtalate Resin

COMPLAINT 
Public Attachment 

Submitted by Compagnie Selenis Canada

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-40298570
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/asia
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-40323075
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/asia/china


6/19/2017 Hong Kong profile overview  BBC News

http://www.bbc.com/news/worldasiapacific16525986 8/8

Dried lizard penis sold as tantric root

19 June 2017  India

More Videos from the BBC

 

Germany: Reluctant
military giant?

Newspaper headlines:
Senior Tories 'urge Boris
to topple May'

Colombia nurse survives
fall after landing on
doctor who dies

10 things we didn't know
last week

Pennsylvania groom
'choked bride' in wedding
gifts row

London attacker's mother
ashamed to mourn
Youssef Zaghba

Recommended by Outbrain

Elsewhere on BBC

 

Recommended by Outbrain

  

The Dumping and Subsidizing of 
Polyethylene Terephtalate Resin

COMPLAINT 
Public Attachment 

Submitted by Compagnie Selenis Canada

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-40323340
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/asia/india
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-40172317
http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-the-papers-40236662
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-40296279
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-40274876
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-40182122
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-40193451
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en



