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Plain language summary

Target audience: Importers of commercial goods

Key content: How to distinguish the differences in products of five headings and determine what types of products, are
classified therein.
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Updates made to this D-memo
This D-memo has been updated to:

e reflect the changes in the Customs Tariff.
e reflect accessibility and plain language considerations.

Definitions

1. Wood boards, planks, panels and strips are defined as long, flat, usually rectangular pieces of wood material, of
considerable length and breadth compared with the thickness, used for floors. They may be solid, multilayer engineered
or multi-stripped wood.

2. Engineered wood flooring or engineered hardwood flooring products are simply marketing terms for multilayered
flooring panels made of either plywood, veneered panels or similar laminated wood of heading 44.12, or of assembled
flooring panels of heading 44.18.

3. Multi-stripped panels have been assembled with a top surface layer (with a parquet-like appearance) made up of
multiple (two or more) pieces or strips glued or otherwise bonded edge to edge to make up a larger sheet.

Guidelines

4. This memorandum explains the CBSA's tariff classification of boards, plank, panel and strip flooring, plywood flooring,
veneer wood flooring and similar laminate wood flooring, cork flooring, assembled flooring panels, multilayer engineered
wood flooring, and parquet flooring.

Solid sawn or chipped plank and wood strip flooring



5. Solid sawn or chipped wood boards, planks, etc., of heading 44.07 may be planed or sanded, but not continuously
shaped (e.g., bevelled) on any of the edges, ends or faces. The boards, planks, etc., must be of a thickness exceeding 6
mm.

6. According to the ENs to heading 44.09, wood strip flooring generally consists of one piece of solid board, plank, etc., of
wood flooring (including strips or friezes for parquet flooring, not assembled) which, after sawing or squaring, has been
continuously shaped on any of the edges (e.g., bevelled or tongue-and-grooved). Wood strip flooring is classified in
heading 44.09. (Image 1)

Image 1. Wood strip flooring of heading 44.09 — Photo of two samples of wood strip flooring panels, each composed of one strip facing up,

and a second photo of the side view of the two wood strip panels’ tongue-and-grooved edges

7. Wood strip flooring of coniferous wood (softwood), such as pine, that has been continuously worked or bevelled on any
of the edges is classified under tariff item 4409.10.00.

8. Oak strip flooring that has been continuously worked or bevelled on any of the edges is classified under tariff item
4409.29.10.

9. Maple and other non-coniferous strip flooring that has been continuously worked or bevelled are classified under tariff
item 4409.29.90.

Plywood panels

10. Plywood must consist of at least three sheets or panel layers of wood glued and pressed together with the grain of the
successive layers generally at different angles. (Image 2)

Image 2. Plywood of Heading 44.12 — Photo of a plywood panel with one top ply sheet facing up, and a second photo of the multi-ply

wood panel cross section

11. Plywood panels are differentiated from assembled flooring panels of heading 44.18 by the top surface layer. The top
surface layer of plywood of heading 44.12 should be a continuous sheet, whereas assembled floor panels of heading
44.18 generally have a top surface made up of pieces or strips glued or otherwise bonded edge to edge to make up a
larger sheet.

12. For tariff classification purposes, bamboo wood is considered to be a non-coniferous wood (hardwood) unless
specifically provided for otherwise, such as under subheading 4412.10.

13. Plywood panels consisting solely of sheets of wood (other than bamboo) of subheading 4412.31, 4412.33, 4412.34
and 4412.39 will have plies, that do not exceed 6 mm in thickness.



14. Plywood with at least one outer ply of tropical wood, as defined in the Subheading EN to Chapter 44, is classified
under subheading 4412.31.

15. The top layer of plywood may be coated with a very thin layer of clear colourless plastic. Some sub-flooring plywood
products that are intended to be used next to concrete, such as in a basement, may also have a coating or outer layer of
plastic. This type of product remains classified as plywood under heading 44.12.

Veneered panels (and similar laminated wood flooring panels)

16. Veneered panels and similar laminated wood flooring can be made by shearing or slicing a thin layer from a block of
wood to make up one top sheet veneer with a base or core usually of softwood, fibreboard, particleboard, etc. The effect
is a continuous veneer sheet used as the top layer of the flooring panel with an inferior wood base or core. This type of
veneered flooring panel remains classified under heading 44.12.

17. Wood veneer flooring with a base or core of softwood, fibreboard or particleboard, and an outer ply of non-coniferous
wood (hardwood), such as maple or oak, or of tropical wood is classified under tariff item 4412.92.00. The base or core
layer of the panel can be of any thickness, and the top veneer layer may be coated with a very thin layer of clear,
colourless plastic.

18. According to the Explanatory Notes to heading 44.12, similar laminated wood of subheadings 4412.51, 4412.52,
and4412.59, include blockboard, laminboard and battenboard, in which the core is thick and composed of blocks, laths or
battens of wood glued together and surfaced with an outer ply. The panels may be faced with one solid wood, particle
board or similar board, fibreboard, plywood or metal ply. The subheadings also include panels in which the core consists
of a layer or layers of other materials such as particle board, fibreboard, wood waste glued together, asbestos or cork.
Subheadings 4412.91, 4412.92 and 4412.99 include all other plywood, veneered panels and similar laminated wood.
(Image 3)
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Image 3. Laminate Wood Panel (Battenboard) of Subheading 4412.51, 4412.52, 4412.59 or 4412.91, 4412.92, 4412.99 — Photo of a

laminate wood panel with one piece laminate sheet face up, battenboard core and laminate sheet back, and a second photo of the
laminate wood panel cross section

19. Similar laminate wood panels of subheadings 4412.91, 4412.92 and 4412.99 will have two or more sheets, with one
continuous top face sheet. They may have at least one ply which exceeds 6 mm, and the grain of alternate layers may be
parallel.

20. Veneered flooring made with a top layer of cork falls under Chapter 45 (Cork and Articles of Cork). This type of
flooring is generally made with a pile of agglomerated cork, with or without a binding substance, fixed to a base of
fibreboard and is classified under tariff item 4504.90.00. Cork flooring with a top layer of natural cork fixed to a base of
fibreboard or particle board is classified under tariff item 4503.90.00.

Assembled flooring panels

21. Assembled flooring panels of heading 44.18 include solid blocks, strips and friezes assembled into flooring panels,
and “multilayer” parquet flooring panels consisting of blocks, strips and friezes assembled on a support of one or more
layers of wood. In many cases, the panels will be tongue-and-grooved along the edges and the top layer will be
varnished.



22. Assembled flooring panels classified under tariff items 4418.73.00, 4418.74.00, 4418.75.00 and 4418.79.00, may be
laminated and have been assembled with a top surface layer (with a parquet-like appearance) that is commonly made
from multiple (two or more) pieces bonded side to side or at angles. In exceptional circumstances, assembled flooring
panels may have a single strip or piece as the top layer, of a multilayer (two or more layers) parquet flooring panel.

23. Assembled multilayer bamboo flooring panels, consisting of bonded layers with a top layer of edge-glued, horizontally
oriented bamboo strips, are classified under tariff item 4418.73.00. Generally, these panels are tongue-and-grooved along
the edges to facilitate installation and may be surfaced with anti-abrasive coats or lacquers. (Image 4)

Image 4. Assembled multilayer bamboo flooring panel of Subheading 4418.73 — Photo of a multilayer bamboo panel of two or more strips
on the top surface, and a second photo of a cross section of the multilayer panel composed of several assembled strips on each of the

top, middle and back layers

24. Typical parquet panels or tiles for mosaic floors consist of solid wooden strips arranged in chessboard or herringbone
designs. The panels may be glued edge to edge and may also be provisionally glued to a backing, such as paper, to
facilitate the laying of the flooring. These panels are classified under tariff item 4418.74.00. (Image 5)

Image 5. Parquet panel for mosaic flooring of Subheading 4418.74 — Photo of four panels of multiple mosaic tiles, and a sketched picture of a

panel composed of a chessboard of multi-directional tiles.

.25. “Multilayer” parquet flooring panels consist of panels or tiles of blocks, strips and friezes assembled on a support of
one or more layers of wood. The core or middle layer and bottom layers can also be made up of strips and is placed at an
angle to the grain of the top and bottom layers. These “multilayer” parquet flooring panels are classified under tariff item
4418.75.00. (Image 6)



Image 6. Assembled Multilayer Flooring Panel (Parquet Surface) of Subheading 4418.75 — Photo of an assembled multilayer floor panel

with multi-strip top surface layer, and a second photo of the assembled multilayer panel cross section

26. Parquet flooring panels of Subheading 4418.79 consists of one single layer of solid pieces assembled together side by
side. (Image 7)

Image 7. Other parquet flooring panel of Subheading 4418.79 — Photo of a parquet floor panel cross section of two tongue-and-groove
strips glued side edge to side edge, and a second photo of the top surface view of the parquet floor panel with two and a half strips glued

edge to edge

Additional Information
27. Procedures to obtain an advance ruling for tariff classification of goods are outlined in Memorandum D11-11-
3: Advance Rulings for Tariff Classification.
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