
In Brief 

The editing revisions made in this memorandum do not affect or change any of the existing policies or 

procedures. 

 
 
 

 

Ottawa, March 3, 2014 Memorandum D10-14-18 
 

Determination of Weight for Duty Purposes 
of Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 

 

 

This memorandum outlines the manner in which the weight of fresh fruits and vegetables will be determined 

for the purpose of establishing the amount of duty payable. 

Legislation 

Section 7 of the Customs Tariff  provides that: 

“For the purposes of this Act, if a rate of custom duty is based in whole or in part on the weight of goods, the 

customs duties imposed on the goods are, unless otherwise provided, to be calculated on the basis of the net weight 

of the goods.” 

The manner in which the weight for duty of fresh fruits and vegetables is to be determined is “otherwise 

provided” in Supplementary Note 1 of both Chapters 7 and 8, in the Customs Tariff  Schedule: this other manner is 

set forth as follows. 

Supplementary Note 1 to Chapter 7 

“The weight of the packages must be included in the weight of the goods for the purpose of calculating the 

customs duties on the goods classified under heading 07.02, 07.03, 07.04, 07.05, 07.06, 07.07, 07.08 or 07.09.” 

Supplementary Note 1 to Chapter 8 

“The weight of the packages must be included in the weight of the goods for the purpose of calculating the 

customs duties on the goods classified under heading 08.06, 08.08, 08.09 or 08.10.” 
 
 

Guidelines and General Information 

1. Subject to paragraph 4, the railway billing weight may be taken as prima facie evidence of the weight for duty 

of fresh fruits and vegetables when transported by railway. Unless the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) 

has good reason to believe that it is not a fair average weight, the railway billing weight will be taken as the weight 

for duty and also as the weight for valuation purposes. 

2. If the CBSA does not believe that the railway billing weight is a fair average weight, then the weight must be 

ascertained by weighing a sufficient number of packages and duty must be collected on the basis of the weight as 

ascertained, and the importer/owner must be notified of the decision at the time of weighing. The same weight 

must be taken as the basis of value and for the payment of duty. 

3. Supplementary Note 1 to Chapters 7 and 8 provide that, for certain subheadings, the weight of the packages 

shall be included in the weight for duty. In cases where the fruits and vegetables are packed in small containers, 

several of which are shipped in one case or transportation package, the weight of such outside case or 

transportation package is not to be included in the weight for duty. 
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4. While paragraphs 1 through 3 of this memorandum admit the use of railway billing weights as prima facie 

evidence of the weight to be used for duty purposes of fresh fruits and vegetables, it has been determined that such 

weights do not always represent the true weights of the products. Therefore, the billing weight will be accepted 

only when the CBSA is satisfied that such weight is a fair weight for assessment purposes. 

5. In the case of shipments by truck, if highway scale weight slips are not available or there is reason to believe 

the slips do not accurately reflect the weight of the shipments, a weight check will be made. When fruits and 

vegetables are duty free or subject to ad valorem duty only, weighing is not required and the weight shown on 

shipping documents may be accepted for statistical purposes. 

Additional Information 

6. For more information, call contact the CBSA Border Information Service (BIS):  

Calls within Canada & the United States (toll free): 1-800-461-9999 
Calls outside Canada & the United States (long distance charges apply): 
1-204-983-3550 or 1-506-636-5064 

TTY: 1-866-335-3237 

Contact Us online (webform)  
Contact Us at the CBSA website 
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